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EXHIBIT NO. 8-A

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS

AG 350.05 (12 Nov 45) GB 12 NovEMBER 1945,

Subject : Additional Data With Reference To Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor.

To: Chief of Staff, War Department, Washington, D. C. (Attention: A. C. of S.,
G-2).

1. Reference previous correspondence above file and subject, and in com-
pliance with your radios WX 73711 War Sec, 7 October 1945, and WX 75561, 14
October 1945, requesting certain information to be obtained from the Japanese
with respect to the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 1941, an additional
document is forwarded herewith,

2. This document provides further amplification previously furnished by the
Japanese in answer to question 27 and questions 4547 inclusive of our ques-
tionnaire of 17 October 1945 with respect to submarine operations in connec-
tion with the Pearl Harbor attack, and which was forwarded on 1 November 1945.

For the Supreme Commander :
/s/ H. W. Allen
H. W. ALLEN,

Colonel, A. G. D.,
Asst Adjutant General.



414 CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

1 Inct: Notes of Correspondent.
[A newspaper Article Published in the Yomiuri-Hochi, 30 October 1945]
[1] THE EVE oF “PEARL HARBOR"'

An early chapter in the History of War Crinies.

December 8, 1941. This is the fatal date when the American People as one
resolved themselves to “Remember Pearl Harbor!” But long before this date
Japan’s submnarine offensive on Pearl Harbor were going on and several eery
periscopes were feeling out movements of American fleets from the rough sea.
The former War Correspondent Hanakata has only now made public his notes
taken at that time from direct narrations of the late Captain (then Lt Com-
mander) Katsuji Watanabe of “I No. 69" and the late Rear Admiral (then
Captain) Shinki Nakaoka of the 11th Detachwment of the 3rd Submarine Fleet.

“The Japanese submarine cdetachment belonged to the Sixth Fleet, whose
flagship was the light cruiser Katori. In early November orders for war prepa-
ration were given to this detachment, and on 11 November over ten submarines of
the First and 38rd Detachnients, including “I" Nos. 69. 74, 75 and others left
Yokosuka Naval Base, with knowledge of the growing war fever in Washington
and Tokyo. .

“The submarine fleet followed a course due east in line ahead, stretching over
20 miles. They navigated at surface speeds of from 12 or 13 to 20 knots. But
when they got near the Hawaiian waters they extended and followed their re-
spective courses. The duties of the submarine fleet were known as (a) to feel
the movewments of American fleets around Pearl Harbor; (b) to disptach “spe-
cial submarines” from their decks and to observe their war results; (c¢) to attack
escaping American war vessels, if any; (d) to rescue operators of “special sub-
marines”, down fliers and others wherever possible.

“In Hawaiian waters the submarines floated on the sea in the night, and in
the day time they submerged to periscope depth, The schedule of Pearl Harbor
attack at 0300 on December 8th was transmitted to the submarine fleet two or
three days beforehand. On Tth “I No. 74" sighted the carrier Lerington but no
trouble ensued.

“The surprise attack on Pearl Harbor was carried on as had been scheduled.
Before this, five large sized “I” type submarines belonging to the First Sub-
marine Detachment had launched *‘special submarines” from their decks. That
was the departure of the now well known Commander Iwasa and other members
of “special attack parties”.

“The submarines followed the upheaval in the harbor only through occasional
land explosions coming through the deep water, and they confirmed the Harbor
Battle at night when they emerged from the bottom of the sea. At 1631 (2101
Hawaiian time) Rear Commander Watanabe of “I No. 69" detected from the
periscope a huge fiery column which marked the end of the USS Arizona.

[2]1 “Lt. Commander Watanabe’s radio intercepted dispatches in relation to
this were by the enemy and his “I No. 69" was pursued by enemy destroyers which
dropped depth charges madly. Under this circumstance “I No. 69" dived 60 to 70
meters beneath the surface, though her ordinary diving capacity had been set at
30 meters. The submarine sustained damage here and there and flnally was
caught by submarine wires. She struggled hard and just managed to get away
from the wires. Altogether this old submarine remained submerged about 39
hours., All hopes of rescuing fellow-fighters who had been shot down had been
abandoned.”

The notes from direct narration by Captain Watanabe and Rear Admiral
Nakaoka end here. But Mr. Hanakata observes that most of the officers and crews
of Japanese submarines, including those participating in the siege of Pearl
Harbor, perished at the bottom of the Pacific Ocean, the prey of American radio
locators. For example, the said Captain Watanabe perished with his submarine
in 1943 around the Gilbert Islands. Rear Admiral Nakaoka was promoted to be
captain of the crack cruiser Atago but he also was killed in action by enemy
bombs on the bridge of that vessel.

The Yomiuri-Hochi 30 October 1945.

I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief the foregoing notes repre-
sent a true report of the information given me by the late Captain Watanabe
and the late Rear Admiral Nakaoka at the time of interview,

/S/ M., HANAKATA,



